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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To inexpensively perform information 
distribution, which can be locally limited, by batch distribution. 
SOLUTION: In the information distributing system provided with a 
transmitter 10 for providing distributed information for data broadcasting 
20 and a plurality of terminal equipment 40 installed while being 
distributed for providing the distributed information from data 
broadcasting 20, storing that information and delivering the information 
selected out of them corresponding to an operation entry, the 
distributed information contains area identification information and time 
management information in addition to a delivery target portion, the 
transmitter 10 controls the order of transmission by utilizing the time 
management information, and the terminal equipment 40 selects 
information by utilizing the area identification information and limits the 
delivery of information on the basis of the time management information. 
Thus, since the load of information distribution is balanced without 
damaging the compatibility of batch wide area distribution and the locally 
limited distribution, the number of lines to be secured can be reduced. 
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Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication 
No. 152155/2002 (Tofcufcai 2002-152155) 

A. Relevance of the Above-identified Document 

The following is a partial English translation of 
exemplary portions of non-English language information 
that may be relevant to the issue of patentability of the 
claims of the present application. 

B. Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 

See also the attached English Abstract. 
[CLAIMS] 

1. An information distribution system, comprising (i) 
a transmission device for transmitting distribution 
information items in data broadcasting and (ii) terminal 
devices, provided dispersedly, each of which receives the 
distribution information items in the data broadcasting, 
stores the distribution information items, selects one of 
the distribution information items in response to 
operational input, and delivers the selected one of the 
distribution information items, wherein 

each of the distribution information items includes 
region discrimination information and time management 
information as well as a portion to be delivered, 

the transmission device uses the time management 
information so as to adjust an order of transmitting the 
distribution information items, and 
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each of the terminal devices uses the region 
discrimination information so as to select one of the 
distribution information items and each of the terminal 
devices sets a limit to delivering the selected one of the 
distribution information items based on the time 
management information. 

2. An information distribution terminal device, 
comprising 

means for acquiring distribution information items in 
data broadcasting, 

information selection means for selecting one or 
more of the distribution information items based on region 
discrimination information included in each of the 
distribution information items, 

information storage means for storing the selected 
one or more of the distribution information items, 

delivery information selection means for selecting 
one distribution information item out of the selected one 
or more of the distribution information items in response 
to operational input, and 

information delivering means for outputting the 
selected one distribution information item to a medium 
which is allowed to receive the selected one distribution 
information item, 

said information distribution terminal device setting 
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a limit to delivering the selected one distribution 
information item based on time management information 
included in the selected one distribution information item. 

3. The information distribution terminal device as set 
forth in claim 2, wherein: when the selected one 
distribution information item includes screen display 
information in a text data form, display position and 
display operation of the selected one distribution 
information item is varied based on the screen display 
information, and display items are limited by using the 
time management information in displaying the selected 
one distribution information item on a screen. 

[DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION] 
[0001] 

The present invention relates to an information 
distribution system and terminal devices included in the 
system. To be specific, the present invention relates to a 
technique in which distribution information items are 
distributed together in a multicast method by use of data 
broadcasting to information distribution terminal devices 
provided dispersedly in a wide area. The data broadcasting 
may be not only satellite broadcasting by use of existing 
broadcasting satellite (BS) and communication satellite 
(CS) but also new satellite broadcasting. Further, the data 
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broadcasting may be terrestrial broadcasting as long as 
the terrestrial broadcasting is nationwide or covers a wide 
area such as west Japan or Tokai region. Further, the 
data broadcasting may be one capable of two-way 
communication as long as the data broadcasting is 
capable of at least one-way multicast communication. 
Distribution information is generally digital data. However, 
the distribution information may be analog data or 
combination of digital data and analog data as long as the 
distribution information is capable of being distributed. 
Further, the distribution information includes not only 
data to be delivered to a final receiver such as a buyer but 
also data such as a parameter used in each of the 
information distribution terminal devices as long as the 
data such as a parameter is distributed together with 
other data. 
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